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Philosophy and Policy of Christian Funerals'

The Christian funeral is a service of worship in which God’s people witness to their faith in the hope of the Gospel,
the communion of saints, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting, and in which also, assurance of
God’s love and salvation in Christ is ministered, especially to the Christian bereaved. >

The funeral is God’s way of bringing comfort to the hearts of those who moutn as Scriptute is read and preached,
prayer is offered, praises are sung, grief is expressed, remembrance is chetished; and it is an occasion in which we,
by the grace of God, bless the name of the One who gives and takes away. The presence of family and friends
around at this titme supports and strengthens the sorrowing ones. The funeral gives thanks for the life of the one
who has passed away, and learns from it valuable lessons. Thus, in the funetal service we gather primadly to
wortship God, and confess our faith in a living Savior. Though we moutn our loss and remember our loved one, our
eyes are firmly fixed on Jesus, the author and finisher of the faith.

L Aspects of Christian Funerals

a. The Bible is central at EEPC, and everything that takes place must be consistent with hiblical
principles of worship. '

b. Prayer in funerals normally includes: thanksgiving for the memoty of the deceased, triumph in the
tesutrection of Christ, and intercession for the family and friends who remain.

c. The gathered congregation are participants in the service; therefore, the singing of hymans,
confession of sin, prayer, affirmation of faith, and hearing God’s Word ate appropriate means of
worship.

d. Since God is the object of worship, the eulogizing of a petson in the wotship service is discouraged.
Rather, it is appropriate to testify to the deceased’s faith in the Lord Jesus.

e. Musical selections must be consistent with the purpose of the service itself, and will normally
include hymns or other Christian songs.

Ii. Logistical Matters of Policy

a. Viewing the remains is not a part of the worship service; therefore, the casket will be, and remain,
closed for the duration of the service. The casket may be placed in the back of the church and open
priot to the service, and will ordinarily be closed once the family has had a final viewing, and have
taken their seats.

b. Because fraternal or civil rites are not a part of the wotship service, these otrganizations should pay
tribute to the deceased at another hour and place.

c. When funerals are conducted at EEPC, the pastor shall ordinarily conduct those services in their
entirety. The pastor has the responsibility and discretion in carrying out the Session’s guidelines for
funeral services. Only those special requests {pertaining to the service: music or guest minister) that
meet the approval of the officiating minster ate acceptable. Any unusual request tegarding the
service itself must be approved by the Session prior to the funeral.
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