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“To Glorify God & Enjoy Him Forever”

AN APOSTOLIC ADMONITION FOR 2018
Whether you’re looking for help with your New Year’s resolutions, or don’t even bother to make them in the first
place, the Apostle Peter has one in mind for you. With all of his apostolic authority, Peter gives this concluding
word to his second letter, “You therefore, beloved…take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people
and lose your own stability” (2 Peter 3:17). In other words, keep steady in your Christian life - and how can we do
that in 2018? Peter continues, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).

Just like regular health physicals are good for the body, regular spiritual check-ups are needed for the soul. Am I
content in my Christian walk? Am I growing in holy living? Do I know the Word of God as much as I desire to?
Am I learning more of Christ, so that I might trust Him more? Am I quick to forgive others? Do I hold too closely
to material possessions? If you’re like me these questions reveal that there are still many areas of my life that God
is still at work in my heart. That is true for all of us. This side of heaven, every Christian believer is still a work in
progress.
That work of God by the Holy Spirit is called sanctification. It’s the life-long process where God is growing,
changing, and making us into more mature disciples of Christ. But, that work of sanctification is also something
that we are to give ourselves to with sincere efforts, which is why Peter can say “grow!” Against this backdrop is
the glorious promise that God began a good work in us, and He will complete it (Philippians 1:6). Even for all of
our sincere pursuits, the process of sanctification is laced together with God’s grace that will never leave us or
forsake us.
So, before you go about determining that you would like to read the Bible more in 2018, and formulating a plan
(which by the way, two different plans are included in this newsletter), or any other discipline to help you grow
this year, remember that sanctification has three meanings in the Bible.




Past tense: You have been sanctified. God has made you His own in Christ. You have been saved. You
are a saint in indissoluble union with Christ.
Present tense: You are being sanctified. That salvation is being worked out over days, months, years,
decades – to make you into the likeness of Jesus.
Future tense: You will be sanctified. One glorious day the work will be complete, and you will be
made perfectly holy to stand before His majesty and live forever. You will be saved.

With that in mind, we can have confidence that we put our hands to the plow of our spiritual growth, knowing
first of all that God has empowered us by the Spirit to create the desire, supply the power, and produce the results
of His work of sanctification.
I look forward to seeing how we will grow together in Christ in 2018, and I leave you with the words of the
always beautiful Puritan prayer book, the Valley of Vision: “I launch my bark on the unknown waters of this year, with
Thee, O Father, as my harbor, Thee, O Son, at my helm, Thee, O Holy Spirit, filling my sails.”
To Him be glory both now and to the day of eternity (2 Peter 3:18)!
Your Pastor & Friend,

ELDERS

DEACONS

TRUSTEES

Steve Morrison (2nd) - Clerk
Tara Johnson (2nd)
Jim Mueller
Kevin Oak
Mic Penry (2nd)
Kathy Stegmiller

Amy Oak (2nd) - Chairperson
Beth Flickinger - Secretary
Jason Flickinger
Sharon Orr
Cora Schafman
Patrick Shovar
Peggy Shovar

Mitch Anderson
Ken Benningfield
Mel Block (2nd)
Nita Darland
Josh Fuhr
Scott Nelson
Nathan Oak (2nd)
Larry Pithan (2nd)
Jeff Thomas

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

2 - Madison Bayne
2 - Ginny Brockett
2 - Mary Rose Kerres
4 - Lydia Terrill
5 - Megan Koresko
7 - Jan Fuhr
10 - Colton Parchert
10 - Reid Schelker
11 - Kristin Johnson
12 - Nancy Druckmiller
17 - Molly Cook

17 - Gloria Gierlus
17 - Karla Pearson
18 - Albert Bingman
18 - Mitch Miller
22 - Isaac Anderson
22 - Kelly Emery-Ruggles
24 - Mary Johnson
25 - Laina Nelson
28 - Landon Schelker
31 - Virgil Fuhr
31 - Tatum Stegmiller

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

20 - Virgil & Maxine Fuhr
23 - Greg & Kortney Gierlus
23 - John & Dorothy Rursch
24 - Ken & Sandy Benningfield

I want to express my sincere appreciation to everyone who called, visited, sent cards, and prayed for
me during my month in the hospital.
I truly believe we belong to a family of believers, not just a church, and I know so many of you
were praying for me. Thank you!
~ Jim Cooksey
Thank you all for the prayers, calls, cards, personal support, donations, food, flowers, or any other
way you helped us during Gordon’s last days and after his death.
A special thank you, Pastor Zach, for the wonderful, comforting service for Gordy, and also to
Nancy for the music.
Your are an amazing church family that we are so thankful to be a part of. God bless you all.
With Christian love,
Marge Pape and family
We want to thank you all who sent us cards remembering our 70th wedding anniversary! It means
so much to us to be remembered. We have a very special church family. God has blessed us greatly!
~ Jim & Luella Doonan
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SESSION
The Session met Thursday, November 28th, 2017 at 7pm in the Conference Room with Mic Penry, Kathy
Stegmiller, Jim Mueller, Kevin Oak, Tara Johnson, Zach Hopkins, and Steve Morrison in attendance. The
meeting opened with prayer and devotions by Zach. The Elders prayed for individuals on the membership roll.
Elder Continuing Education was done utilizing WCF 9: “Free Will”.
There was a motion to approve the docket and minutes of the last meeting. Motion was seconded and approved.
Zach reported on his activities for November which included: Home Visits, Hospital Visits, Discipleship
meetings, and Youth Group.
•

•
•
•
•

Communion will be held on December 3rd, 2017 and Sunday January 7th, 2018. Session members
will assist in serving Communion to all that cannot attend Communion service. The congregation is
encouraged to let Zach or a Session member know of any request.
The 2018 Annual meeting on Sunday, January 21st, 2018 will be the same as before with worship
service, followed by a potluck lunch, and then the meeting.
Approved the baptism on December 17th, 2017 of Blaze Lawrence Gayer, son of Mitchell Gayer and
Amy Weiss
Approved February 3rd, 2018 8am-12noon for Church Vision Development Session meeting.
Approved February 10th, 2018 8am-12noon for Church Leadership workshop.

Next Session meeting will be Tuesday, January 16th, 2018 at 7pm. Meeting was adjourned with prayer by Zach.

Steve Morrison, Clerk of Session

ANNUAL POTLUCK & CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, January 21st
There will be a potluck after the worship service on Sun., Jan. 21st. Please bring a dish to pass. This
will be immediately followed by the Annual Congregational Meeting.
All members are encouraged to attend and visitors are welcome.

ATTENTION COMMITTEE LEADERS OF
EDGINGTON EPC
The New Year is here!
If you lead/head/chair any committee or group you need to have a report in
the Annual Report. All reports need to be turned into the office (preferably via
email, but hardcopy is fine too) by NO LATER than Monday, January 15th.
If you have any questions, or should need to see a copy of last year’s report please contact Lisa in
the office at 309-795-1713.

EDGINGTON EPC LEADERSHIP TRAINING SESSIONS
If you are going to be in a position of leadership within the church please mark your calendars.

Session: Saturday, February 3rd, 2018, 8am-Noon - Church Vision Development Session Meeting
Deacons: Saturday, February 10th, 2018, 8am-Noon - Church Leadership Workshop
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TRUSTEES
11/14/2017
Present: Mitch Anderson, Ken Benningfield, Mel Block, Nathan Oak, Larry Pithan, Jeff Thomas Treasurer
Cindy Oak, Session Representative Kevin Oak. Pastor Zach joined for a portion of the meeting.
Mel opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:05pm
Reviewed minutes from the last meeting of 10/10/2017. Motion made and seconded to approve the minutes
as presented, motion carried.
Cindy presented the Treasurer’s report. Motion made and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s report and
additional bills as presented, motion carried.
Old Business:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Install LED lamps in parking lot fixtures - Complete
Remove dead tree limb – Complete
Replace window at attic steps – Complete
Paint east exterior wall of sanctuary – Complete
Phone/Internet service
O Zach reported we need to keep AT&T land lines for fire alarm panel and elevator alarm
O Will use Mediacom for Internet service
Need a new spray gun for the paint sprayer. Jeff will purchase.
Annual landscaping upkeep cost of approximately $100 was approved. Thanks to Mel for his
work.

New Business:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discussed setting a purchasing limit for maintenance and repair work. Agreed Trustee chair can
approve up to $300. All trustees should be notified of purchases.
Larry will make a new pew bible holder to replace one that is broken.
Old refrigerator in basement store room does not work. Mitch will check on possible rebate from
MidAmerican to get rid of the refrigerator.
Ken will check snow blower to make sure it is ready for winter.
Discussed Sunday School checking account. Agreed these funds should be moved into the General
Funds account and all cost for Sunday School should be paid from General Funds.
Pat Shovar has agreed to maintain the Christian and US flags. Larry will order replacements.
Looking at possible installation of emergency generator. Need some more study and pricing
before making a decision.
Zach discussed setting up a joint Session and Trustee meeting to discuss future of Manse.
Jeff discussed possible nominees for Trustee and Session positions.

Mel closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:20pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Larry Pithan
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MISSION COMMMITTEE
November 14, 2017
The Mission Committee met early with Scott Burdsall before our regular meeting. We shared pizza and
talked with him about his mission to go to London. We learned his family has been meeting with a Muslim
family and sharing their traditions and just getting to know them. His fundraising is coming along with 40%
of his goal reached. We talked about his family and the issues they are having. His daughter had knee surgery and is doing fine. There are some auto issues since he is traveling so much, etc. He asked for continued
prayers for himself and his family as they make this journey.
The Mission Committee met on November 14, 2017 in the basement of the church. Those attending were Nancy Engstrom, Barb Freyermuth, Lisa Nelson, Paige Schmidt, Sue Penry, Mary Ann Vroman, and Mic Penry –
Session Representative. Scott Burdsall stayed for the meeting and Zach was able to sit in on some of the meeting.
Barb opened the meeting with prayer.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
Old Business:
•

We made plans to meet at Youth Hope for a MAD poetry reading on November 15, at 7:15.

New Business:
•
•
•
•

Pam Hauman from Christian Care has asked to meet with our committee sometime. We decided
to have her come in early 2018.
Kas Elsbury has requested money for Bibles for the CEF group that she leads.
We discussed helping some families in need in the Rockridge District.
There is $9606.67 money available to donate. After some discussion we decided to donate as
follows:
CEF ( Kas Elsbury)
World Outreach - Scott Burdsall
World Outreach – Ed McCallum
Youth Hope
Scott Burdsall

•

$ 100.00
$ 1,500.00
$ 1,500.00
$ 1,500.00
$ 2,000.00 (car expenses)

The Minute for Mission will be given by Nancy on November 26th regarding the Angel Tree for
Winnie’s Place.

Scott led us in a closing prayer, and the meeting was adjourned.
The next meeting will be December 12, 2017 @ 6:30.
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Cont. on p. 7

TREASURER’S REPORT

Cont . from p. 6

ADDRESS UPDATE NEEDED
Please make the following change in
your directory.
Betty Miller
3244 38th St.
Rock Island, IL 61201

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER ITEMS
DUE WED., JANUARY 17TH
Please have all submissions for the February
Newsletter to the church office by Wednesday,
January 17th. Items received after that date may
not make it into the newsletter.
Thank you for your cooperation!
~ Lisa

GET YOUR JANUARY COPY OF THE
TABLETALK DEVOTIONAL

LO CA TED IN TH E EN TR A N CE O F T H E CH U R CH
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AmazonSmile: AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Christian Care every time you
shop, at no cost to you. Go to smile.amazon.com and search Christian Care Rock Island as your charitable
organization. When you place an order through Amazon, just be sure to login through smile.amazon.com.
Current Needs: Paper products such as paper towels and toilet paper are currently in high need. Fresh fruit and
vegetables, Dairy products: milk, yogurt, sliced cheese and butter/margarine spread, Coffee, tea and creamer,
Powdered milk, Salad dressing – large bottles, Pasta sauce – large jars, Sugar, Non-stick cooking spray, Cleaning
products: Lysol spray, bleach, anti-bacterial wipes, shower cleaner, oven cleaner, Hygiene products: shaving
cream, razors, anti-perspirant, foot powder, Men’s body wash, 13 & 33 gallon trash bags, Automatic dishwasher
detergent and dish soap, Dryer sheets, Men’s tennis shoes, sizes 9 +, Men’s blue jeans, sizes 34-30 and up, Men’s
boxers M-L-XL
All items can be brought to the
Rescue Mission at 2209 3rd Avenue in
Rock Island between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Please visit our new, remodeled website at www.christiancareqc.org and check out our newsletter for more
information and ministry needs.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR 2018!
YouthHope Resolution Run
Monday, January 1 @ 1:11
YouthHope Moline Youth Center
3928 12th Avenue - Moline, IL

YouthHope Trivia Night
Saturday, February 10 @ 7pm
YouthHope Moline Youth Center
3928 12th Avenue - Moline, IL

YouthHope Banquet
Thursday, March 8 @ 6pm
Heritage Church
4801 44th Street - Rock Island, IL
Questions? Want to help? Contact Hannah at (309) 762-4577 or email: hcarr@cfyouthhope.org
Quad Cities Dining Tour books are available through YouthHope! Purchase cost is $35.00, with $10 of
every book sold going directly to YouthHope.
These make great gifts!

WINNIE’S WISHES RESALE SHOP
Greetings from Winnies’ Place! Winnie’s truly cares about stability. They provide us with food, toiletries, and necessities, even bath towels! I recently learned that Winnie’s is built off donations, and that
warms my heart knowing and seeing how much people are really willing to do for others, even when
the world seemed full of evil. I hope everyone receives the thanks they deserve. They have made it possible to
have food, cleaning products, personal products, beds, blankets, even heat! ….I will remember this forever. I can’t
wait to get my life back together so I can donate items myself. ~ 25 year old client
Current Needs: Cereal, Oatmeal, Tea, Coffee, Creamer, Egg Noodles, Crackers, Cold Reliever for all ages, Pillows,
Blankets - Twin size Trash Bags, Radios, Juice, Kool-Aid, Sugar, Canned Fruit, Sour Cream, Cheese, Pizzas, Frozen Potatoes, Hamburger, Roasts, Butter, and Hearty Soups
Call us at 309-764-9466 if you can help!

1605 Harrison Street, Davenport, IA
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BIBLE READING PLAN
The New Year is upon us! Pastor Zach is starting a New Sermon Series on the Book of James titled:
Faith That Works. To encourage your personal study of God’s word, and prepare for each Lord’s
Day message, please consider reading in advance to familiarize yourself with the
sermon texts.
Sunday, January 7th - James 1:1
Sunday, January 14th - James 1:2-8
Sunday, January 21st - James 1:9-12
Sunday, January 28th - James 1:13-16
In order to understand and apply God’s word, ask yourself the following questions as you read.
Notice the acronym “MIRROR”:

MAGNIFY - What does this text reveal about God that leads me to praise Him?
INSPIRE - How does this text lead me to pray?
REVEAL - What sin or disobedience does this text show me that I need to turn from?
RECOGNIZE - How does this text point to or anticipate Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?
OBEDIENCE - How does this text command my obedience to God’s revealed will?
RESPOND - How must I respond in faith to this passage?
SCRIPTURE LINKS
Blueletterbible.org has many wonderful tools on their website. For instance:
under the “Tools” tab to the left of each scripture verse. Click on that tab and
you are taken to the Strong’s Concordance link for each word in the verse.
Click on that link, and you see the transliteration, pronunciation, part of
speech, root word, dictionary aids, outline of Biblical usage, and much more. I pray you are finding
these links to be a helpful aid and resource in your study of God’s Word
~ Blessings, Lisa Bowman
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Please join us each Sunday morning at 9am as we journey book by book through the New Testament.
There will not be a schedule each month, as we are going to take our time, picking up each week
where we left off the week before.
All adults are welcome and encouraged to join us for growth in their walk with Christ!

COMMUNICANT’S CLASS

YOUTH GROUP
Youth Group meets Sunday nights from 6-7:30pm
unless otherwise noted.
Sun., Jan. 7th - Team Wrap & Fat Santa
Sun., Jan. 14th - Guess the Gargle & Cupside Down
Sun., Jan. 21st - Gargons!!
Sun., Jan.28th - Helium Trampoline Park?
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The 2017-2018 Youth Communicant’s Class will
meet upstairs in the High School room from
5-6pm each week (with only a few exceptions,
check the schedule) into the Spring of 2018.
We are excited about growing in Christ together,
and learning what it means to be a member of
His Church here at EEPC.
Please be in prayer for these young people as
they take a closer look at their faith and their role
in the church.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
Every Sunday morning at 9am
We offer six different levels of classes for children ranging from toddler to high
school using Great Commission Publications “Show me Jesus” curriculum.
All of Scripture is the unfolding story of
salvation and Jesus is its focus. We show
how Jesus, revealed throughout the Bible,
came to seek and save the lost.

Toddler's - Hillary Terrill & Kortey Geirlus
Pre-K - Beth Flickinger
1st-2nd - Katie Pearson
3rd-5th - Kathy Stegmiller
Junior High - Tara Johnson & Deanna Parchert
High School - Mic Penry

We look forward to the privilege of caring for and teaching your children about Jesus each Sunday!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
PW MEETING
Thursday, January 4th –10am, Noon, and 1pm respectively
Those who are able, please come at 10am to take down the Christmas decorations throughout the
church. We will gather together at noon for a potluck, and our business meeting will start at the
usual 1:00pm
Hostess & Devotions by Shirley Flemming

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER ITEMS
DUE WED., JANUARY 17TH!

QUILTING DAY
Thursday, January 18th 9am - 12:00pm

Please have all submissions for the February
Newsletter to the church office by Wednesday,
January 17th. Items received after that date
may not make it into the newsletter.
Thank you for your cooperation!

Please consider joining us and helping us
with this outreach!

GREETERS FOR JANUARY
Sunday, January 7th - Jeff and Paige Schmidt
Sunday, January 14th - Jon and Nita Darland
Sunday, January 21st - Larry and Ione Hesch
Sunday, January 28th - Patrick and Peggy Shovar
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FOOD PANTRY STAFF THANKS YOU!
Once again, thanks to community support, we had another successful food distribution in December
2017. We served 51 families consisting of 119 adults, 25 teens, and 35 children, for a total of 179 people.
Each family received 3 generous boxes of food in addition to produce and meat.
On Friday, December 9th, we had 18 folks who helped to shop for and pack the food. A lady donated 11
dozen eggs for the patrons. On Saturday, December 10th, we had another group of 14 willing workers
who helped with the distribution. A special thanks to the 8 who braved the cold outside to load the cars.
Even though we’ve been doing this for quite a few years, I’m still amazed by all the people who pitch in
to help in so many ways. It is wonderful to have such a giving community and such
support by the community churches.
We are still well stocked with green beans and corn, but have lots of room on the
shelves for a variety of foods. Thank you in advance for your continued support.
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13

14

15

16

B/P Checks
Comm. Class 5pm
Youth Group 6pm

28

Potluck 11:30am
Meeting - 12:30pm
Comm. Class 5pm
Youth Group 6pm

21 Congregational

B/P Checks
Comm. Class 5pm
Youth Group 6pm

14

Food Pantry
Comm. Class 5pm
Youth Group 6pm

29

22

Meal Site

Meal Site

NO Meal Site

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Meal Site

NO Meal Site

15

8

7

MON

Session Mtg.
7pm

30

23

31

24

Newsletter Items
Due

Mission Comm.
Mtg. 6:30pm
Session Mtg. 7pm

10

3

WED

17

Trustees 7pm

TUE

THU

Meal Site
Choir 7pm

Meal Site
PW Mtg. 1pm
Choir 7pm

25

1

Meal Site
Choir 7pm

Meal Site
Quilting 9am
Choir 7pm

18

11

Meal Site
PW 10am, Noon,
& Mtg. at 1pm

4

Sunday School 9am
Worship Service 10am

16

9

Happy 2
New Year!

1

31

SUN

2018

JANUARY

2

26

19

12

5

FRI

Session Retreat
8am - Noon

3

27

20

13

6

SAT

Phone: 309-795-1713 / 309-795-1714
Email: edgingtonepc@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.edgintonepc.org

EEPC

