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I BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION - HERE'S WHY

In the Apostles” Creed we confess: I believe in Jesus Christ...who on the third day rose from the dead. Therein lies
the keystone of the Gospel. Jesus, the son of God, died, was buried, and rose from the grave. The resurrection of
Jesus Christ. It's what we celebrate, not only at Easter, but every Lord’s Day. I think it is helpful to pause to
consider the reasonableness of this assertion; because the resurrection of Jesus is to be believed by faith, to be sure,
but that faith is also built upon reasonable conclusions to give confidence to that faith.

There are some who think that faith is what happens when we lack evidence, as if they were opposed to each
other. But that isn’t what Jesus teaches Thomas who memorably struggles to embrace the truth of the resurrection.
In John 20, Jesus told Thomas, “put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my
side.” In others words, see and touch for yourself, Thomas; here is the evidence. But then comes the admonition,
“do not disbelieve,” Jesus said, “but believe.” Jesus instructs Thomas to exercise faith in response to the evidence.
Faith is not just the response to the absence of evidence, but the souls clinging to what is eminently true because of
the truthful claim.

One might respond wisely that the book of Hebrews says, “faith is the conviction of things not seen.” Does that
take evidence out of the equation? Not necessarily. The famous chapter on faith in Hebrews 11 is talking about
those who believed and exercised faith through obedience, not on the basis of blindness, but on the basis of God’s
promise revealed through His Word. Therefore, the only kind of faith that makes sense, is faith that is founded
upon the revelation of Scripture. So, it makes sense to turn there as we consider the reasonableness of faith in
Jesus’ resurrection.

The New Testament provides sufficient historical evidence to support the belief in the resurrection of Jesus. These
documents were, besides being authored by human hands through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, recorded by
eyewitnesses and based upon direct eyewitness accounts. How do they help us? Consider a few:

e Jesus’ Tomb was empty (Mk 16:6). Among all the potential reasons for the vacant tomb (stolen body,
moved body, robbed body, Jesus never really died, etc) resurrection is actually the most sensible.

e Jesus was seen by diverse body of eye-witnesses (Mt 28:1-10; Lk 24:13-35; 1 Cor 15:5-8) who all had the
same testimony concerning the resurrection.

o The disciples, who were given over to despair on Friday, were dramatically transformed by the power
of the resurrected Christ. Peter is a wonderful example. Contrast his fear in John 18, and his boldness in
Acts 2.

e The disciples immediately began to meet on the first day of the week, Sunday, in commemoration of
Jesus’ resurrection (Jn 20:26; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 16:2) which John calls the Lord’s Day (Rev 1:10).

o The existence of the Church, which is founded upon the confession of Jesus as Lord, grew through the
Apostle’s proclamation of the Gospel, which included the resurrection (Acts 2:24-32; 3:15; 4:2).

Along with the Apostle Paul and all the Church, let us hold fast the confession, “but in fact Christ has been raised
from the dead!” (1 Cor 15:20). He is risen - let us believe it with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength! I look
forward to worshipping the resurrected Christ with you all this Easter, and every Lord’s Day. Because - He is
risen indeed!
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IS ANYONE MISSING THE NEWSLETTER???

If you, or someone you know, is not receiving the newsletter via email or hardcopy, please contact
the church office. If you do not have email, and sometimes have a difficult time getting to church on
Sunday mornings to pick up a copy in the sanctuary, please let me know, and I will be happy to

place you on the mailing list. If you do have email, but are not receiving the newsletter in that
manner, please let me know, and I will add your email address to the group mailing.
Thank you so much!
Lisa Bowman




SESSION

The Session met Tuesday, February 27th, 2018 at 7pm in the Jr. High Sunday School room with Mic Penry, Kevin
Oak, Patrick Shovar, Keith Wilson, Tara Johnson, and Zach Hopkins in attendance. Steve Morrison was excused.

Zach opened the meeting with prayer, and after studying Westminster Confession Chapter 11 “Justification,” the
Elders prayed for individuals on the membership roll. There was a motion to approve the docket and minutes of
the last meeting. Motion was seconded and approved.

Zach reported on his activities for February which included: Hospital Visits, Home Visits, Discipleship Meetings,
Countyline Ministers Meeting, Communicants Class, Youth Group, preaching at the community Lenten service,
leading PW Bible study, and Presbytery Coordinating Council & Ministerial Committee.

e A detailed report from the 22nd meeting of Rivers & Lakes Presbytery was received.

e Pulpit supply plans for March 18th were approved.

e Plans for examining and receiving the 2017-2018 communicant’s class were reviewed.

e The Easter worship schedule was reviewed.

e Plans for a spring Membership Matters class were approved, with classes meeting April 8th, 15th,
22nd and joining on 29th.

e A baptism request for Bailey Woeckener, daughter of Steve & Melissa Woeckener was approved. The
date has been set for April 15th.

e Plans for the 2018 Youth Mission Trip to Red Lane, MN were reviewed.

e Discussion of ministry to Families/Young Adults. A dinner will be hosted on April 14th with more
details to follow.

e Communion will be held on March 4th, 2018. The Session members will assist in serving Communion
to all that cannot attend Communion services. The congregation is encouraged to let Zach or Session
members know of any request.

o Communion will also be served at the March 30th Good Friday Service at 7pm.

e Next Session meeting will be Tuesday, March 27th at 7:00pm.

The Meeting was adjourned with prayer by Zach.

Soli Deo Gloria,
Rev. Zachary A. Hopkins, Moderator of Session

N E\/\</\/ We are really excited about, and busy at work in the office on a new and
EBSITE... improved website. This will, prayerfully, be a blessing to all of you here, and to
\ everyone out there trying to check us out. It will contain much more information

CDM\ y\g S’DOV\ . and will be continually updated with classes, ministry updates, sermons, etc.

While we are working on building the new website the old one will remain up and running. Our domain
name will remain the same, so the switch should be easy when it happens.
Our launch date is Easter Sunday!
Not all things will be ready at that point, but prayerfully enough will be that we can get it launched, and
then continue to build upon it as other things start becoming available and fall into place.

You may notice a photographer during some services and meetings coming up.
Her name is Missy Myers, and she will be taking photos for the new site. Those of - = > n
you who were helping with VBS may recognize her from last year, as she was there .l :“'" \\
taking pictures too. Please just continue to worship and participate in your classes/ y 4
meetings as if she is not there so her shots look as natural as possible.




TRUSTEES
2/13/2018

Present: Ken Benningfield, Mel Block, Scott Nelson, Larry Pithan, Nathan Oak, Jeff Schmidt, Chris Stark,
Treasurer Cindy Oak, Session Representative Kevin Oak.

Mel opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:01pm.

Reviewed minutes from the last meeting of 1/9/2018. Motion made and seconded to approve the minutes as
presented, motion carried.

Cindy presented the Treasurer’s report. Motion made and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s report as
presented, motion carried.

Old Business:

e Mel welcomed the new trustees - Jeff Schmidt and Chris Stark.

e Discussed the issue of condensation in one of the east stained glass windows. Mel will call Glass
Blast to have them check.

o Larry reported the 4 fluorescent fixtures at the back of the sanctuary have been retrofitted with
LED lamps. Also two new LED light fixtures have been installed in the hall of the Sunday School
wing.

e Mel and Ken will talk with tree trimmers to get bids for removing the two large pin oak trees at
the west end of the property. Would like to get this done before the trees leaf out in the spring.

o Discussed the key schedule for locking up the church. Will provide training for the new trustees.

New Business:

e Work is underway on renovation of Pastor’s office. The former library has been renovated to use
as the new conference room. Zach is currently using this space as his temporary office. Trustees
are working on renovation in the old office and conference room.

o Discussed possible renovation of the basement. No definite plans for this work yet.

e Reviewed a quote to purchase a new wireless microphone and digital recorder for the sanctuary
sound system. Motion made and seconded to approve the purchase at a cost of $1,279. Motion
carried.

o Still have an open item to insulate below the roof deck at the east end of the sanctuary. Work will
be done in spring.

Mel closed the meeting with a prayer at 7:50pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Larry Pithan

TREES COMING DOWN - WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Saturday, April 7th, Weather Permitting
The large pin oak trees on the west side of the church property need to be taken
down. We have a tree service scheduled to come and do just that on Sat., April

7th, but there will be much work yet for us once they get them down.
We would appreciate your help if you are available. As a bonus, those who
come and help will have the opportunity to take some of the wood home with them. Please bring
your chainsaws and work gloves! We look forward to seeing you there, ready to go!




MISSION COMMMITTEE

The Mission Committee met on February 20th, 2018 in the basement of the church. Those attending were Jim
Cooksey, Nancy Engstrom, Mary Ann Vroman, Todd Stegmiller, Paige Schmidt, and Barb Freyermuth. Mic
Penry attended as Session representative.

Barb opened the meeting with prayer.

Pam Hauman presented from Christian Care with opportunities for service our church could consider.

The minutes of the last meeting were approved.

The EEPC’s Mission Committee Core Values were reviewed.

Old Business:

We shared several pieces of mail and thank-you notes. Scott Burdsall had sent a newsletter also.
We discussed trying to get another meeting scheduled at Youth Hope to visit the MAD program.
Mic will contact Chris for a time.

There will be a human trafficking presentation on our next meeting on March 13th @ 6:30.

New Business:

The committee decided what our commitment would be for our core missions in CY18 with
distribution quarterly. The following commitments were approved:

0 Steve Woodworth $ 7,000.00
o Burdsall Family 6,000.00
o Ed McCallum 6,000.00
o YouthHope Program 6,000.00
0 MAD Program 2,000.00

Committee members were asked to prayerfully consider what other missions we should donate to
and be prepared to discuss at the next meeting. Mentioned were:

o Christian Care - providing food, men’s clothes drive, monetary

o Pregnancy Resources

The committee will also carefully consider involvement in the human trafficking project based
upon input at the next meeting.

Minute for mission will be the following Sunday, February 25th. Nancy (Winnie’s Place) and Barb
(Youth Hope Annual Banquet) will be the discuss topics.

Next meeting will be Tuesday, March 13th @ 6:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Deb Wagamon



Edgington Presbyterian Church
Treasurer's Report February 2018

Balance Receipts Disbursement Balance

General 80,224.08 18,217.84 11,655.22 86,786.70

Jahn 9,017.37 $166.27 $0.00 9,183.64

Edgington 5,808.78 $0.00 $0.00 5,808.78

Boughton 15,254.11 $845.37 $0.00 16,099.48

Lauby 11,631.74 $257.66 $0.00 11,5631.74

Capital Campaign (organ) 22,714.40 $1,000.00 $0.00 23,714.40

Mueller Fund 42,132.32 $0.00 $0.00 42,132.32

Ending Gen. checking balar 90,891.98 Reconciled Bank Accounts

Uncleared Transactions 1,263.21 Gen. checking $89,628.77

General checking Balance 89,627.77 Gen. MM $12,150.35
Total $101,779.12

February 2018 General Fund Expenses

Zach Hopkins salary 4.077.34

EPC (pension) 906.30

EPC (health) 26.23

Zach's mileage 78.11

Lisa Bowman 846.07

Lori Dixon 299.66

Chris Heimann 452.29

IL Dept of Rev (payroll tax) 94.26

Organ Fund Payment 1,000.00

MidAmerican Energy church 574.00 General 86,786.70

MidAmerican Energy manse 167.00 Jahn 9,183.64

ABS 75.05 Edgington 5808.78

AT&T 204.43 TOTAL 101,779.12

Millenium 26.75

US Postmaster ( postage) 35.00

Share Faith (website) 50.00

Ministry Designs (new website) 1,100.00

Office Max (office supplies) 42.99

New Growth Press (resource materials) 29.74

Youth Hope (mission) 785.00

Winnie's Place (mission) 785.00

Secretary of State 10.00

TOTAL EXPENSES $11,655.22

Included in General Fund Total

Mission $16,305.82
Assistance Fund $ 4853.46

Cont. onp. 7



TREASURER’S REPORT Cont. from p. 6
Edgington Presbyterian Church

General Fund Profit & Loss GET YOUR APRIL COPY OF
February 2018 THE TABLETALK DEVOTIONAL
P16 TABLETALK
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Miscellaneous Contribution 3,628.66
Per Capita Contributions 20.00
Basement Rent 25.00
Interest Income - General Fnd 14.89
Loose Offering 177.29
Other Income 2,100.00
Pledges 12,252.00
Total Income 18,217.84
Expense
Operating Maintenance - General 26.75
Resource materials 29.74
Mileage 78.11
Miscellaneous 2,110.00
Mission TEACHERS
Local Mission 1,570.00
Total Mission 1,570.00
LOCATED IN THE ENTRANCE OF THE CHURCH
Office Supplies
Copier 75.05
Office Supplies - Other 92.99
Total Office Supplies 168.04
Payroll Expenses
Custodian Payroll 452.29
Choir Director 252.47
Organist Services 4719
Fastaradlary it MAY NEWSLETTER ITEMS
Payroll Taxes 94.26
Secretary Services 846.07 DUE WED., APRIL 18TH
Total Payroll Expenses 5,769.62 .'
Pension & Health Care 932.53 MPIe;? S halve cll sul;lmls;mn}sl f(}?theb
Postage 35.00 ay Newsletter to the church office by
Utilities Wednesday, April 18th.
Gas & Electric - Church 574.00 Items received after that date may not
Gas & Electric - Manse 157.00 make it into the newsletter.
Telephone _ e Thank you for your cooperation!
Total Utilities 935.43 ~ Lisa
Total Expense 11,655.22
Net Ordinary Income 6,562.62
Net Income 6,562.62
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Thank you so much to everyone who attended, sponsored, volunteered, prayed, and donated to
YouthHope’s Game Changer Banquet on March 8th! We heard several amazing testimonies, saw
an awesome dance, and had an incredible turnout! Thank you!

Over the past 30 years, I have watched and participated in game changing moments at
YouthHope. These life changing moments have occurred in kids and teens, as well as volunteers,
camp counselors, staff members, and contributors at our youth centers and Camp Summit.

God is in the business of changing lives, and the proof can be seen at YouthHope! Our message always is: God
loves you, there is hope in any circumstance, and He will bring healing if you trust in Him!

I am so thankful for your help and support to reach hundreds of kids and teens each week who need to know the
true source of hope and healing - Jesus Christ!

~ Mark Drake, Executive Director
Questions? Want to help? Contact Hannah at (309) 762-4577 or email: hcarr@cfyouthhope.org

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Each week YouthHope serves hundreds of meals at both our Youth Centers. The food program previously
providing these meals for free has been shut down, although we received confirmation that we will start receiving
funding again as of May 1st. Until then would you be willing to help once or weekly to ensure our kids and teens

have meals?

For more information and to sign-up:
Rock Island Youth Center: https:/ /www.mealtrain.com/trains/e7vr8l
Moline Youth Center: https:/ /www.mealtrain.com/trains/r3ddk7

WINNIE’S WISHES RESALE SHOP

NEEDS: BBQ Sauce, Ketchup, Peanut Butter, dishwasher Detergent, Parmesan Cheese, Eyeliner, o
Tea, Coffee Creamer, Crackers, Pillows, Radios, Juice, Kool-Aid, Sugar, Sour Cream, Cheese, WW%&
Frozen Pizzas, Frozen Potatoes, Lunch meat, and Fresh Fruit/ Veggies. *

Call us at 309-764-9466 if you can help! 1605 Harrison Street, Davenport, IA

THE DEACONS WOULD LIKE YOU TO BE AWARE OF THIS EVENT COMING UP:

CORPUSCLE
SHUFFLE A

5K RUN/WRLK
4.28.2018

Be a part of the first-ever Corpuscle Shuffle!

Slated for Saturday, April 28, this 5K (and 1-Mile Run/Walk) kicks off at 8am at our
Davenport headquarters on Lakeview Parkway! The Corpuscle Shuffle is for all ages, and
we want you to join in the fun with Charlie Corpuscle (yes, he's already training!)! All

proceeds benefit our Lifebavings Grant Program, and go to our partner schools for their educational and
charitable initiatives!

No extra fees for strollers! And the t-shirt has the logo above - Fun Stuff!!!

To register for this event go to: https:/ /secure.getmeregistered.com/register.php?event_id=128905

Please feel free to share this with your blood donors, committee members, co-workers, families, friends

Thanks so much! Sharee Hoegerl, shoegerl@mvrbc.org, 563-823-4128
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AT WORKS
i )

BIBLE READING PLAN

To encourage your personal study of God’s word, and prepare for each Lord’s Day message, please
consider reading in advance to familiarize yourself with the sermon texts.

Friday, March 30th - Good Friday, Communion
Sunday, April 1st - Easter - 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Sunday, April 8th - James 2:14-19

Sunday, April 15th - James 2:20-26

Sunday, April 22nd - James 3:1-12

Sunday, April 29th - James 3:13-18

In order to understand and apply God’s word, ask yourself the following questions as you read.
Notice the acronym “MIRROR":

MAGNIFY - What does this text reveal about God that leads me to praise Him?
INSPIRE - How does this text lead me to pray?

REVEAL - What sin or disobedience does this text show me that I need to turn from?
RECOGNIZE - How does this text point to or anticipate Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?
OBEDIENCE - How does this text command my obedience to God’s revealed will?
RESPOND - How must I respond in faith to this passage?

SCRIPTURE LINKS o
am Blue Letter Bible
Blueletterbible.org has many wonderful tools on their website. For instance: Download the app!
under the “Tools” tab to the left of each scripture verse. Click on that tab and

you are taken to the Strong’s Concordance link for each word in the verse. Click

on that link, and you see the transliteration, pronunciation, part of speech, root

word, dictionary aids, outline of Biblical usage, and much more. I pray you are

finding these links to be a helpful aid and resource in your study of God’s Word

~ Blessings, Lisa Bowman



https://www.blueletterbible.org/esv/1co/15/12/s_1077012
https://www.blueletterbible.org/esv/jas/2/14/s_1148014
https://www.blueletterbible.org/esv/jas/2/20/s_1148020
https://www.blueletterbible.org/esv/jas/3/1/s_1149001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/esv/jas/3/13/s_1149013
https://www.blueletterbible.org/

LORD'S DAY MORNINGS 9AM

Please join us each Sunday morning at 9am as we journey book by book through the New Testament.
There will not be a schedule each month, as we are going to take our time, picking up each week
where we left off the week before.

All adults are welcome and encouraged to join us for growth in their walk with Christ!

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
: Every Sunday morning at 9am
GREAT COMMISSION We offer six different levels of classes for children ranging from toddler to high
PUBLICATIONS school using Great Commission Publications “Show me Jesus” curriculum.

Toddler - Hillary Terrill & Kortney Geirlus 1. All of Scripture is the unfolding story of
Pre-K - Beth Flickinger i] ] salvation and Jesus is its focus. We show
1st-2nd - Katie Pearson show @ how Jesus, revealed throughout the Bible,
3rd-5th - Kathy Stegmiller ,]ESUS' came to seek and save the lost.

Junior High - Tara Johnson & Deanna Parchert
High School - Mic Penry

We look forward to the privilege of caring for and teaching your children about Jesus each Sunday!
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GOOD FRIDAY

MARCH 30TH 7PM

Please join us Easter mormng prlor'tcrthe
service for breakfast served by the youth

SPRING ADULT MEMBERSHIP CLASS: MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
April 8th, 15th, and 22nd at 11:30am (just after the worship service)

If you have considered membership, or are seeking more information about the
church, we encourage you toward this opportunity. If you know of someone who has expressed
interest, please share this information about the class with them. There will be a
reception for those completing the class and joining the church on April 29th after the service.

Forms are located on the table in the sanctuary entrance by the guest book

A LTS BT .
YOUNG COUPLE’S DINNER - BABYSITTERS PROVIDED
Saturday, April 14th, 2018, 6:30pm

We would like to invite all young couples, with or without children, to enjoy a dinner at
the church on Saturday, April 14th at 6:30pm. This is a chance for young couples and
families to get to know one another better, while enjoying dinner and conversation.

Please bring your children with you as we will have babysitters there to help watch them
after dinner if they want to go and play. Everything will be provided, so all you have to do
is just come. It will be an Italian theme to include some of your kid’s favorites.

Please RSVP by text to Tara Johnson at 309-235-4054 by Wednesday, April 10th, so we
have an idea of the number to plan for.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Looking forward to hearing from you and seeing you there! ~ Tara




2018 VBS PLANNING MEETING
Sunday, March 25th at 12:30pm

Please join us for our 2018 VBS planning meeting at 12:30pm.

This community outreach takes MANY hands, MUCH work, and LOTS of
planning! We could use your help! Please look for ways to be involved and
contact Kathy Stegmiller at 795-1774 for more info. Thank you!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

PW MEETING
Thursday, April 5th, 1pm

QUILTING DAY
BIBLE STUDY - Psalm 26, from “Sing a New Song” Thursday, April 19th, 9am - 12:00pm

“Walking with the Lord” - Pastor Zach Hopkins :
Please consider joining us and helping us

Hostess: Pat Block with this outreach!
Devotions: Teresa Weber

All women of the church are welcome!

PW CHURCH RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE

When: Saturday, May 12th, 7am - 2pm i > Bake Sale
Sunday, May 13th, after church - —

Donations: Gently used items such as household goods, clothing, toys, jewelry, tools,
electronics; baked goods, etc.
Pricing: If possible, please price you items with masking tape, except for books, clothing, jewelry, and
baked goods.

Delivery Dates: Between Sunday afternoon, May 7th - Thursday, May 10th. Baked goods on Friday,
May 11th. Please place items on designated tables or in designated areas.

Lunch: Pulled pork sandwiches, hot dogs, and deserts will be served.
Questions or comments: Nancy Cooksey 309-798-5512

Sale Proceeds will be used for church remodeling projects.

GREETERS FOR APRIL

Easter Sunday, April 1st - Jeff & Paige Schmidt
Sunday, April 8th - Marvin & Denise Rursch
Sunday, April 15th - Ken & Sandy Benningfield

\ Sunday, April 22nd - Patrick & Peggy Shovar

Sunday, April 29th - Marvin & Peggy Weiss

/




2018 Youth Mission Trip
GROUP July 14t - 21

MISSION TRIPS™

WHO: 7t grade - 12t" grade (including graduated seniors)

WHAT: You and your group will provide home repairs at no cost for elderly, disabled, and disadvantaged people
who need your help. Project crews typically serve the same resident for the entire trip, creating an environment
where meaningful relationships develop. Projects typically include painting houses, repairing porches, and
general home repairs.

WHY: Because you want to have a meaningful summer experience of service and Christian growth while making
new friends from all over the country.

' 7/14 Riverside Evangelical Church — 405 Riverside Ave. N. —Sartell, MN 56377
o \

——— — 7/15-21 Worksite projects in Red Lake, MN — Staying at Red Lake Elementary School
23990 Highway 1 East (PO Box 499)
WHERE ¢ WHEN? Red Lake, MN 56671

o | think | want to go! What do | need to do?

o Get this trip on your calendar! Make sure you don’t have any schedule
conflicts. Spots are limited so we need to be sure that those students
who sign up can go.

o How much is this going to cost?
A deposit of $100 will secure your spot. Turn this into the office ASAP.
A second payment of $150 is due before the trip.
The total of $250 covers **everything**
= Except whatever random snacks or weird things you might want
to buy —that’s on you!

o Please don’t let finances be a factor, there are support opportunities

available to help you cover your costs. Just ask!
o What's next?

o Register online starting March 1% (watch the Church Facebook Page)

o When we have our spots filled, there will be more info including: lodging
details, tool lists, estimated schedule, and more!

O

(0]

?

(e]

YOUTH GROUP

Youth Group meets Sunday nights from
6-7:30pm unless otherwise noted.
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